Blue River Integrated Water Management Plan (Phase Il)

Geographic Description: Colorado River Basin — Blue River

Size: 65 river miles

Project Homepage: https://www.blueriverwatershed.org/

Primary Contact: Jay Pansing — Blue River Watershed Group;
jep@jaypansinglaw.com; Kendra Fuller — Trout Unlimited Colorado;
info@blueriverwatershed.org

Status: Phase | (of Phase Ill) complete March 2021; Phase Il underway as of 2021
Planning Phase: Select Objectives and Measurable Results

Project Goals:

e Develop scientifically valid restoration strategies through evaluation of existing stream flows — both temporally
and quantitatively — in relationship to the geomorphology of the stream.

e Continue temperature, macroinvertebrate, and periphyton monitoring to further assess aquatic habitat
conditions.

e Continue to work closely with stakeholders to ensure the Integrated Watershed Management Plan (IWMP) stays
on track with community priorities and concerns.

e Integrate findings into an updated Blue River IWMP.

Overview:

The Blue River Trout Fishery is in decline which has resulted in the recent removal of “Gold Medal Fishery” status by
Colorado Parks and Wildlife on the Blue River. A group of stakeholders has formed to assess the decline but has not yet
determined the cause. This IWMP aims to define the causes of the declining fishery or provide the most probable
factors, as well as possible remedies. In addition, the IWMP aims to both enable consumptive and non-consumptive
water users to understand and quantify current and future use, and integrate these users into the planning process
while protecting the existing water resource.

Approach:

Trout Unlimited and the Blue River Watershed group are working together on this basin-wide IWMP and collectively
staffing the work. The plan will be completed in three phases — Phase | was comprised of four main tasks, including
understanding potential causes for fishery decline, stakeholder engagement, compiling existing data, and identification
of projects for Phase Il. The results from Phase | have pointed to the need for additional data in several areas in order to
present the community with a comprehensive picture of the health of both the main stem of the Blue River and the
entire watershed. Additional data is needed throughout the watershed but is especially important in the effort to
pinpoint effective strategies to address the declining fishery between Dillon and Green Mountain Reservoirs. Phase Il
will continue tracking habitat conditions and add water quality sampling while creating a restoration concept plan for
the middle stretch of the Blue River. Information from the planning phases will be used by project staff and consultants
to inform the Blue River community and advisory committee on relevant issues and support the development of the
IWMP through implementation goals and objectives. Goals and objectives may include multi-use projects and innovative
water management techniques vetted through: the development of environmental, agricultural, and recreational values
and goals identified during community meetings, and; the advisory committee review and recommendation process.

Budget: $506,429
$289,929 $158,790 $57,710
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