Big Thompson River Envisioning Project

Geographic Description: South Platte River Basin - Mouth of the Big
Thompson Canyon to I-25

Size: ~15 river miles

Project Homepage: https://bigthompson.co/project/big-thompson-
river-envisioning-project/

Primary Contact: Laura Quattrini — Big Thompson Watershed Coalition;
laura.quattrini@bigthompson.co

Planning Phase: Identify Potential Alternative Actions, Evaluate And
Prioritize Actions

Status: Phase | completed in early 2022

Project Goals:

e Engage the public and stakeholders in a robust process to identify common values and goals related to various
water uses including agriculture, municipal, recreation, fisheries and riparian habitat.

e Assess river function by analyzing existing information and new data as needed to identify key issues, their
locations, and causes.

e Assess the impacts of future population growth, development, and climate and weather changes on water
availability, river health, and user needs and identify opportunities to mitigate impacts.

e Identify and prioritize voluntary, multi-purpose projects and actions that will meet collective needs and values
and protect or enhance the Big Thompson River corridor.

Overview:

To ensure that the communities and wildlife that rely on the Big Thompson River can continue to do so, there is a need
for a plan that balances river health with water users’ needs, in addition to acknowledging projected changes in land use
and hydrology of the Big Thompson River in the coming years. The Big Thompson River Envisioning Plan built on the
existing Big Thompson River Restoration Master Plan and Big Thompson River Corridor Master Plan, integrated data
collected and assessments conducted, created a more comprehensive baseline assessment of river health and water use
needs, evaluated future impacts of growth and climate change, and built a more detailed implementation plan for
priority multi-purpose projects.

Approach:

The Big Thompson Watershed Coalition and an advisory committee led the SMP effort by engaging community members
and stakeholders to create a shared vision for improving the Big Thompson River corridor. Seven tasks are highlighted in
this effort, including community outreach and stakeholder engagement, current and projected hydrology
characterization, river health and community benefits assessments, irrigation/infrastructure assessment, future
conditions evaluation, information synthesis and reporting, and action strategies and implementation planning.

Budget: $294,020

$146,440
CWCB (50%)

570,080
In-kind (24%)




