
St. Vrain and Left Hand Stream Management Plan  
 

Geographic Description: South Platte Basin – St. Vrain Creek, Left Hand 

Creek, and tributaries 

Size: About 500 square miles 

Project Homepage: https://svlhwcd.org/stream-management-plan/ 

Primary Contact: Scott Griebling – St. Vrain and Left Hand Water 

Conservancy District; scott.griebling@svlhwcd.org 

Planning Phase: Evaluate and Prioritize Actions 

Status: Phase I complete in 2020, Phase II being implemented 

 

Project Goals Statement: 

The Phase I Stream Management Plan (“SMP”) collaboratively identified projects and management strategies in both St. 

Vrain and Left Hand Creeks to transition stakeholders from flood recovery to stream health projects that improve 

environmental conditions in the river while also meeting water users’ current and future needs and are aligned with 

private property rights, public land and resource management plans, and the prior appropriation system. The Phase II 

SMP seeks to implement these projects and management strategies. 

 

Overview: 

The September 2013 flood brought about a reenergized and expansive era of collaboration along with hundreds of 

millions of dollars for stream restoration. The collaborative flood recovery created a greater level of trust and 

partnership among water users, and many now want to transition to discussions of water management activities that 

can maximize post-flood projects to further benefit environmental, recreational, agricultural, and domestic uses. The 

SMP was a means to facilitate this transition. With such a wide range of uses and an intense focus of study, the St. Vrain 

and Left Hand SMP balanced river health with water users’ needs and identified goals and projects to support flow 

management, habitat management, water quality management, and water management.   

 

Approach: 

The St. Vrain and Left Hand Water Conservancy District is managing the SMP effort. Various technical consultants were 

hired that collaborated and agreed on a two-phase approach. Phase I, completed in 2020, sought to better understand 

environmental conditions and community values. The final deliverable for Phase I recommended 10 projects, including 

activities such as water storage, riparian revegetation, and environmental flow targets. Phase II refines the potential 

topics and targets described in Phase I, selects appropriate strategies, initiates planning actions and pilot projects, and 

supports a data-driven stream management program. Objectives being addressed in Phase II include feasibility analyses 

of alternatives, data gaps, logistics of implementation, and adaptive management planning. Six strategies are 

recommended to complete the SMP and support long-term policies, financial planning, technology, and management 

improvements. 

 

Budget: $300,000 

The Phase I budget is shown below, the Phase II budget is being developed on a project-by-project basis. 

 

 


