Middle Colorado Integrated Water Management Plan
Geographic Description: Colorado River Basin – East end of Glenwood
Canyon to De Beque
Size: 75 river miles, 20,000 square miles of watershed
Project Homepage: www.midcowatershed.org/iwmp/
Primary Contact: Paula Stepp – Middle Colorado Watershed Council;
pstepp@midcowatershed.org
Planning Phase: Implement Priority Actions, Monitor Implementation
Outcomes, Manage Adaptively
Status: Complete in 2020, implementing projects as of July 2022
Project Goals:
• Foster a collaborative approach to water management through shared stewardship.
• Protect existing water uses and secure future water supplies.
• Maintain or enhance, where appropriate, healthy watersheds, rivers, and streams.
• Enhance and promote responsible recreational use of local streams and rivers.
• Promote, preserve, and protect agriculture.
• Increase resiliency in the regional water supply.
• Promote a resilient and diverse economy.
• Plan to adaptively meet impacts of a changing climate.
Overview:
The Middle Colorado IWMP was initiated to improve security for all water users in the Middle Colorado River by
understanding and protecting existing uses, meeting shortages, and maintaining healthy riverine ecosystems. Some of
the challenges addressed include Garfield County’s population growth, aridification, agricultural water shortages,
impaired waterways, and impaired watersheds.
Approach:
To address the interface between consumptive and non-consumptive uses and environmental and recreational flow
needs, the Middle Colorado Watershed Council (MCWC) and GarPit Conservation Districts undertook parallel
assessments to understand the respective needs. The MCWC focused on assessing environmental and recreational uses
on the mainstem, while the Conservation Districts evaluated consumptive uses including agriculture, municipalities, and
industry. The combined assessments resulted in the identification of a full suite of prioritized actions and management
goals. The final deliverable recommended 56 projects, including irrigation/fish passage and fish barrier projects on
agricultural lands, post fire water quality monitoring due to two fires in the watershed in 2020, and municipality
engagement on their river restoration projects.
Budget: $415,200

